Moyers pooh'poohs 
Snyder’s big ‘scoop’ i 

Bill Moyers has a succinct opinion * * . 
of Channel 5 reporter Mike Snyder*s; • , * 
JFK: The Final , Chapter series, in * » 
which he was; portrayed ';unflatter-~ 


principal,'* he jwiid iix:a recent tele- * 
phone lujendew from New ^York, ’ * 
‘They ne^r talked to me. never tried * 
to reach me! kind of, quote, 're- - 
porting,* is to journalism j what dog - 
doo<ioo is to the sidewalk.*' ' ^ ' ‘ 

Mr. Snyder disagrees. * • 

“We made multiple attempts to reach him. And I said we . 
would go anywhere an)^lme," Mr. Snyder says. "And they (as-' • 
sociates of Mr. Moyers at WNET-TV in New York) told me that 
his schedule was as tight to the minute as could be. And they*’ 
could not spare me any time at all until after maybe June. So I * 
never got to speak to Bill personally." 

As detailed In Tuesday's paper, both Mr. Snyder's reports'* 
and Channel 5’s on-air promotions inaccurately credited him 
with exclusively uncovering documents that implicated fed- 
eral officials in a conspiracy to finger Lee Harvey Oswald as 
the lone assassin of John P. Kennedy. The documents in ques- 
tion — a memo from former deputy attorney general Nicholas 
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Katzenbacli and a transcript from a 
Warren Commission meeting — 
have been printed in several other 
books, including last year's Act of 
Treason by Austin author Mark 
North. 

Mr. Snyder and Channel 5 news 
director David Overton have said 
that they were “totally unaware" of 
.4ct of Treason. 

“There's no way we would have 
j/assed it off as being exclusive if we 
had known otherwise," Mr. Overton 
says. 

But Channel 5 has continued to 
run a promotion that says in part, 
“There's only one. In February, one 
journalist broke stories that blew 
I he lid off the .IFK investigation." 
.Accompanying video shows Mr. 
Snyder in action. 

Mr. Moyers, formerly President 
Lyndon Johnson's press secretary, 
was portrayed as a conspirator in 
Part One of Mr. Snyder’s series, 
which aired Feb. 24 during a rat- 
ings "sweeps” period. 

In a brief "sound bite" taken 
from the Arts it Entertainment 
cable network's Class of the 20th 
Century series, Mr. Moyers was 
shown saying, “The new president 
(Mr. Johnson) was on Air Force 
One, So I took a piece of paper and 
wrote, ’Mr, President, I’m here if 
you need me. Bill Moyers.' " 

Mr. Snyder, standing in front of 
the White House, then told viewers, 
“And he did need Moyers. Here at 
the White House, just three days af- 
ter the assassination, the man who 
would become the president’s press 
secretary and one of this nation's 
most celebrated journalists was 
asked to tell a story. A story out- 


lined In this secret memo sent to 
the While House. A story Uii:t would 
try, convict and sentence Lee Har- 
vey Oswald as the lone assassin 
long before the official investiga- 
tion ever began.” 

Mr. Snyder showed viewers por- 
tions of the two-page memo, includ- 
ing this allegedly damning direc- 
tive from Mr. Katzenbach: “It is im- 
portant that all of the facts 
surrounding President Kennedy’s 
assassination be made public in a 
way that will satisfy people in the 
United States and abroad that 
Oswald was the assassin, that he did 
not have confederates who are still 
at large and that the evidence was 
such that he would have been con- 
victed at trial.” 

Mr. Moyers says of this portion of 
Mr. Snyder’s report: “Sensational 
television is not the journalism 
America needs. This isn’t reporting. 
It’s pulling from files and making it 
fit what you want it to say, whether 
or not that’s what was meant.” 

Mr. Snyder says he would have 
“loved to have heard his (Mr. 
Moyers’) explanation of the Katzen- 
bach memo. I’m not afraid to sit 
there and interview anybody. But 
for him to then make a scurrilous 
comment ... I would say that at 
least over the years he’s learned to 
be a good Journalist. Because back 
then, out of Integrity, he should 
have resigned.” 

Mr. Snyder’s reports made no 
mention of any effort to contact Mr. 
Moyers. It would have been simple 
to do so. As for Mr. Katzenbach. ”we 
had NBC trying to track him down,” 
Mr, Snyder says. “We were told that 
he said what he had to say to the 
House assassination committee, and 


that was enovgh." 

Btit Mr. Sn>der’s rspon made n 
mention of what Mr. KatzentiV/h 
had to say to the committee. Noi 4 , 
any attempts to obtain a commer t 
from him. 

In Mr. Snyder’s defense. Mr. 
Moyers has been reluctant to talk 
about his role in the Johnson ad- 
ministration. He declined to b 3 in- 
terviewed fo»* Channel 13’s LBJ Joc- 
umentary senes, telecast last year. 
He says he is strongly considerin ' 
writing a book about that period if 
his life. Oliver Stone’s JFK movie I a 
cinematicaily impre.‘»sive “fraud,” 
says Mr. jM(./ers) nnd ”doo-d;o” 
such as JFK, The Final Che f ter 
have given hA*n even more im;x tus 
to write such » book, le says. 

This shoub' be said, too. 

Channel .'s's Mr. Oveilon, ai 
though notin.;: there are “trillion li 
of pieces of information” about t’.if 
Kennedy tssasslnation, neverthe- 
less allowed sweeping on-air claim i 
to be made about Mr. Snyder’s n.* 
porting. “Blov* the lid off,” “for tbd 
first time prove,” and “for the 
time anywhere" — to mention 1 
few. 

Mr. Snyder, when told of Ac' of 
Treason and other books, said. 
“There are so many of those books, I 
didn't go back and research.” 

Instead, he solely relied on ir.Vor- 
mation and documents given to Iiim 
h> longtime assassination investiga 
tor Harold Weisberg, whose firM 
book, Whitewash: The Report on the 
Warren Report, was published i’l 
1965. 

”1 spent a long, long lime 
Weisberg,” Mr. Snyder says. ' He 
was the guy vdio pried them ( he 


dot aments) out to begin w,Ji. 1 
didu t have cause to not believt; 
hin^. ’ 

idr. Snyder, who will become co- 
anchor of Channel 5's 6 and 10 p.m. 
newscasts Monday, is by no means 
alone in his zeal to make a nume tor 
himself by claiming to have uncuv 
erej earth-shaking new inlorma- 
L.or on the Kennedy assassination 

Channel 4’s Richard Ray wa^ ap- 
prcc ably more restrained — bu» 
id's exploitative — in his Kebr 
reports on allegedly doctored p;.o- 
lographs and suspicious “bu\us” 
seen outside the Texas School Book 
O. pository building. 

/. K^urrent Affair also hauled in a 
I'Un in its Kennedy “expoae.” The 
oven slimier Hard Copy claimed its 
own ‘exclusive” report on tluf as- 
sassii«atiou. Geraldo, The MonteJ 
WiUituns Show and The Maury Fa- 
vich Show devoted hours to various 
assiijsination “experts” and wit- 
nesses. 

/ill of this reduces a slain p;esi- 
dent to the equivalent of an .^'Ivis 
sighting or another Sordid “line 
story” about how Marilyn Mooioe 
really died. And. of coui-se, it’s only 
going to get worse. Next uiuiith 
brings The JFK Conspiracy, a syodi 
cated “live event special” hosteti by 
James Earl Jones. 

Toe two-hour program (April 15 
Oil Channel 21) “will, for the l)i?i 
lime” — sound familiar? — “lir 1 1 - 
geUier existing evidence and 1 w 
lef timony into a cohesive explaoa 
ic»* of the events and people sur- 
roundiiig Kennedy’s death ’’ 

It obviously has the potentia.' to 
inak? even JFK: The Final Chapter 
l»)ok good. 


